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Championing “environmental
social data science”

● Focus point within wider ACCESS network 
(guide & advise)

● Demonstrate potential for data science and 
computational methods

● Collaboration on Flexible Fund projects
● Blog posts / code examples / walk-

throughs
● Hackathons / training (*)

*Training being delivered in other work packages, ACCESS Data Fellow will participate 
in some data-focused activities



Data exchange

● Make existing data resources accessible
○ Promote secondary data analysis
○ cf. open data, FAIR data principles.

● Demonstrate data science methods
○ e.g. find topics in news articles with NLP 
○ e.g. spatial analysis of air pollution and demographics 

● Host and/or signpost datasets (as appropriate) 
● Aimed at: Academics, journalists, analysts, …



Public Engagement Tracker
(Name TBC!)

● Track media coverage of environmental issues and 
associated public opinion through online media

● Gauge attention to environmental topics and events
● Tools, dashboards, interactive visualisations

Uses: Quick insights, monitoring events in real time, 
data downloads, generating visualisations for 
stories/reports. 

Data sources: Media (news), social media, surveys, …



Plans so far for Tracker

● Work in progress
○ Twitter dashboard
○ Crowdtangle dashboard (Facebook / Instagram)
○ News article monitoring

● Ideas welcome! 



Crowdtangle dashboards 
(Facebook / Instagram)



Tracker - next steps

● Need for co-creation!
● Creation of the tracker to be informed by 

the ACCESS community
● Iterative approach to development
● We need ideas for:

○ What to include 
○ What it will be useful for
○ Name for the tracker!



Training
● Training around data analysis and 

computational methods
● Will build on existing training by the 

Exeter QStep Centre
● Delivered together with training 

planned in other packages
● Ad hoc workshops and events as 

project progresses
● Please share any ideas for data 

analysis training!

For more examples of possible training, see the Exeter Q-Step 
workshop page.

http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/q-step/study/workshops/pastworkshops/


Q&A



Your feedback and ideas
● Now it’s your turn to give us your feedback and ideas!
● Padlet link: 

https://exeter.padlet.org/mdspruce/datafeedback

DATA 

TEAM

https://exeter.padlet.org/mdspruce/datafeedback


Call to action

● Working groups
− Group 1: Exchange (sources, open data, user feedback)

− Group 2: Tracker (design, data sources, methods, user feedback)

● ACCESS Data Workshop

− Alan Turing Institute, London / September 2022 (venue/date tbc)

− Meetings of working groups / co-creation of data theme

● Please sign up! (m.d.spruce@exeter.ac.uk) 

mailto:m.d.spruce@exeter.ac.uk

