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Participant Information Sheet (Workshops)

Title of Project: ACCESS Guiding Principles Study
Researcher name: Dr Jenny Hatchard

Invitation and brief summary:

Thank you for your interest in our study of the use and integration of three Guiding Principles in
environmental social science research and practice: Environmental Sustainability (ES), Knowledge
Co-Production (KCP) and Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). Please take time to consider the
information carefully and ask the researcher questions.

Purpose of the research:

This study is one element of the work of the ACCESS Network (Advancing Capacity for Climate and
Environment Social Science). Led by the Universities of Exeter and Surrey, ACCESS aims to
champion and coordinate social science to address key climate and environmental challenges
spanning biodiversity loss, sustainable use of resources and decarbonisation. By using and promoting
the three Guiding Principles, ACCESS aims to include diverse voices in the design and delivery of co-
produced environmental solutions and reduce the environmental impacts of social science research
practice. More information is available here: https://accessnetwork.uk/guiding-principles/.

Why have | been approached?

You have been approached to participate in a workshop either because you are part of the ACCESS
Leadership Team, you are employed on the project, you are an ACCESS Flex Fund awardee or
because you are part of the wider ACCESS network and may have used the Guiding Principles in
your work. We would like to explore with you your experiences of using the Guiding Principles in
practice. However, please note, there is no obligation to participate in this research and there is no
detriment to you if you choose not to participate.

What would taking part involve?

Taking part in this research would involve participating in a workshop lasting between 45 and 90
minutes. Workshops will take place in person. You will be asked to contribute to discussions about
using the Guiding Principles when planning and/or delivering environmental social science projects.
Written materials will be co-created at the workshops (e.g. flip charts, post-its) and notes taken by the
project team. Workshops will not be audio-recorded and we will ask participants to respect the shared
confidentiality of the workshops in line with the Chatham House Rule. This means that, after the
workshop, information shared can be used by the research team, but will not be assigned to individual
participants. Participants may also share information received during the workshop but must respect
the rule to keep confidential the names of speakers.

After the workshop, written materials will be collected and digitised. No writings will be attributed to
any individual. The workshop will be assigned a pseudonym ‘ID tag’ and a separate record kept of
participating individuals until the project is complete and outputs published, and then they will be
deleted. Outputs will include anonymised material from project participants. These may be used in
teaching or public engagement activities. We will then seek advice as to whether the dataset is
sufficiently anonymous and useful to future researchers to share via the UK Data Service. If it is,
anonymised material will either be shared (if you have given your consent) or deleted.
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Figure 1 - Your data in the research process

As our project is interested in EDI, we will also ask you to complete a demographics questionnaire,
asking about your professional role and personal characteristics. For each question you will have the
option to answer ‘prefer not to say’. This will be kept securely and only anonymised data will be
reported in any project outputs.

What are the possible benefits of taking part?

By participating, you will help inform potential further iterations of the Guiding Principles for use in
future research practice. These have potential to inform environmental social science practice and
influence environmental outcomes.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?
There are no foreseeable risks to taking part.

What will happen if | don't want to carry on with the study?

You may withdraw consent prior to the workshop starting. You may also leave the workshop at any
time. As this is a collective activity gathering data which will not be attributed to any individuals, it will
not be possible to withdraw consent once the workshop has begun. However, any personal details
held by the project will be destroyed. If you have any concerns, please contact a member of the
ACCESS Guiding Principles team (see below).

How will my information be kept confidential?

The University of Exeter processes personal data for the purposes of carrying out research in the
public interest. The University will endeavour to be transparent about its processing of your personal
data and this information sheet should provide a clear explanation of this. If you do have any queries
about the University’s processing of your personal data that cannot be resolved by the research team,
further information may be obtained from the University’s Data Protection Officer by

emailing informationgovernance@exeter.ac.uk. or at Information Governance | Information
Governance | University of Exeter

All information will be password encrypted and stored on the University network drive, which provides
secure, backed up network storage. Only the direct research team will have access to this
information.

Data collected will be digitised and any identifying information deleted or redacted. Workshop records
will each be assigned an ‘ID tag’. Data will not be used other than for the purposes described above
and third parties will not be allowed access to them (except as may be required by the law). Your data
will be held in accordance with current General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) legislation.

If you wish to receive information about future research projects from this project team, you have the
option to consent to future contact in the consent form.

Will | receive any payment for taking part?
You will not receive any payment for taking part.

What will happen to the results of this study?

The results of this study will be used to create ACCESS project outputs. These will include academic
publications, conference presentation, project reports, website content and knowledge exchange
documents. In particular, we aim to produce revised guidance and/or a toolkit for social scientists to
use in their practice.

Who is organising and funding this study?
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The sponsor for this study is the University of Exeter. The ACCESS project is funded by the Economic
and Social Research Council (ESRC) (2022-2027). The project involves a large consortium of project
partners led by the Universities of Exeter and Surrey. The ACCESS project Director and Principal
Investigator is Prof. Patrick Devine-Wright (University of Exeter); its Co-Director is Prof. Birgitta
Gatersleben (University of Surrey). The Guiding Principles Team comprises Prof. Stewart Barr, Prof.
Sarah Hartley, Prof. Kate Burningham, Dr Sarah Golding, Dr Steve Guilbert, Dr Jenny Hatchard and
Dr George Warren.

Who has reviewed this study?
This project has been reviewed by the Geography Research Ethics Committee at the University of
Exeter (Reference Number 8682214)

Contact for any questions or requests regarding your participation in this research
In the event of queries or requests you may contact me using the following contact information.
Please email j.I.hatchard@exeter.ac.uk

To contact the Geography Research Ethics Committee
please email the Committee Chair Gail Davies: g.f.davies@exeter.ac.uk

You can also contact the University Research Ethics and Governance Team if you wish to make a
complaint or comment

please email cgr-reg@exeter.ac.uk,

or

Dr Antony Walsh

Head of Research Governance, Ethics and Compliance
University Corporate Services, University of Exeter

G14, Lafrowda House, St Germans Road, Exeter, EX4 6TJ
DD: 01392 726621 email A.Walsh3@exeter.ac.uk

Thank you for your interest in this project.
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